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1. Synodality: what does it mean? 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

• The Church is synodal by nature "the action of the Spirit in the communion of the Body 
of Christ and in the missionary journey of the People of God," (See "Synodality in the 
life and mission of the Church”, Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 2018)  
 

• Simply put: synodality is what the Church is called to in the twenty-first century (A. 
Spadaro)  
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• A constitutive dimension of the Church… defines a new way of proceeding that gives 
form to the Church as People of God… Latin America gifting the global Church with 
how to move from episcopal/collegial synodality to ecclesial synodality.  
 

 
 

• The conversion of mindsets and mentalities  
 

 

• Situating the hierarchy within the people of God; inverting the pyramid (you can 
have a pyramidal Church or a synodal Church, Francis, Tertio, 2016) 
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2. What are Synods? 

 

 
 

• Intense moments of listening to the Holy Spirit; essentially prayerful gatherings 
 

“A synodal Church is a Church which listens, which realizes that listening ‘is 

more than simply hearing.’ It is a mutual listening in which everyone has 

something to learn. The faithful people, the college of bishops, the Bishop of 

Rome: all listening to each other, and all listening to the Holy Spirit ... in 

order to know what he ‘says to the Churches’.” (Francis, “Pope Calls for a 

Listening Church,” 2) 

• Underpinned by  
o An understanding of the Church as the Pilgrim People of God: “the pilgrim 

Church in her sacraments and institutions, which pertain to this present time, 

has the appearance of this world which is passing and she herself dwells 
among creatures who groan and travail in pain until now and await the 

revelation of the sons of God” (Lumen gentium, Chapter 7, a. 48).  
 

o An understanding of the infallibility of the sense of the faithful: “The whole 
body of the faithful, who have an anointing that comes from the holy one, 
cannot err in matters of belief. This characteristic is shown in the 
supernatural sense of the faith (sensus fidei) of the whole people of God, 
when ‘from the bishops to the last of the faithful’ it manifests a universal 
consensus in matters of faith and morals’”… infallible in credendo. (Cf Francis 
on 50th Anniversary of the Synod of Bishops, 2015, ref LG, 12) 

 

 

 

“When you want to know what the Church teaches you go to 
the Magisterium… but when you want to know how the 
Church teaches you go to the faithful people. The magisterium 
will teach you who is Mary but the faithful people will teach 
you how to love Mary.” (Francis, cited in Ivereigh, Great 
Reformer); the People of God “does not err in faith, even 
though it may not find words to explain that faith” (Evangelii 
Gaudium, n. 119)  
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3. What Synodality and Synods are not? 

• Mere discernment of current popular opinion: need to distinguish the sensus fidei 
from the changing currents of public opinion (Episcopalis Communio, n. 7). 
 

• Merely an invention of Pope Francis  
 

• Merely the reforming of structures  
 

• A form of parliamentarianism: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• “Ideas are debated, reality is discerned” (LUD, 55) 
 

• Pope Francis says: “Speak frankly (parrhesia), listen carefully” (Let Us Dream, 86); “it is necessary to 

say all that, in the Lord, one feels the need to say: without polite deference, without hesitation.” 

(Greeting to Extraordinary Synod, 6 Oct 2014) 

 

 

4. Concretely, what is happening in the global Church in regard to synodality?  
 

• Germany: a Synodal Pathway (since 2019) 
o 230 members all with equal debating rights; advisory and no canonical standing or 

binding decisions; recalibrating diversity and unity (Hagenkord) three years; 
emphasis on spiritual accompaniment; many proposals circumscribed by Concordat;  
Pope warns of dangers of seeing reform in structural terms only, and of thinking 
locally only and not also universally.  

o In background the MHG-Study (2014-2018) 

• Australia: a Plenary Assembly (since 2018) 
o Year of grace followed by two assemblies (first just completed); consultative (laity) 

and deliberative votes (bishops) 
o Listening and dialogue to discern what God is asking of the Church in Australia at this 

time 
o Royal Commission Report (2017) and Light of the Southern Cross (Church response 

2021) – key documents in background re. reading signs of the times. 

 

 

5. What is happening in regard to synodality in the Irish Church? Dec 9th 
 

6. Synodality: Why does it matter? Dec 16th  

There is a danger: to think, today, that making a synodal journey or having an attitude of 
synodality means to sound peoples’ opinions, what this or that person thinks, and then to hold 
a meeting, to agree.... No, the Synod is not a Parliament! Things must be said, discussed as 
normal but it is not a Parliament. The Synod is not about reaching agreement as in politics: I 
give you this, in exchange for that. No. The Synod is not about making a sociological survey 
as some would suppose: “Let’s see, we’ll ask a group of lay people to make an inquiry, to find 
out if we should change this, this and this...”. You certainly need to know what your lay people 
are thinking, but it is not an inquiry; it is different. If there is no Holy Spirit, there is no Synod. 
If the Holy Spirit is not present, there is no synodality.  
 
Francis to Synod of Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church, 2019 


